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b ackgr ound i n c o n n e c t i o n wi t h t h i s a me n dment a t t h i s t i me . I
d id n ot vot e on t h i s bi l l t he f i r s t go -a r o u nd . I had som e
concerns. In fact, I' ve never really been very enthused about
g ambl i n g . An d so I ' m no t a n a u t ho r i t y o n t ha t . Bu t I am
c oncerne d a b ou t t h e c on s t i t u t i o n . An d t h i s a me ndm en t i s
i ntended t o g i ve t he Legi s l at u r e t he o p p o r t u n i t y t o car r y ou t
certain activities, and eliminate a restriction that may be in
o ur c u r r en t c o n s t i t u t i on . So I ' v e c ome a r ou n d t o t he i d ea
t ha t . . .peopl e sa y , I ' m ag a i n s t g am b l i n g . We l l , we al r ea dy h av e
gambling. We have various keno operations within the villages
a nd t h e c o mmuni t i e s o f t he s t a t e . We ha v e a s t a t ewi d e sp o n s o r e d
l o t t e r y . We ha v e a g oo d l y nu m be r o f o u r c i t i zen s a l r e ad y g o i ng
a cros s t he r i v e r t o I owa t o pa r t i c i p a t e i n t he c a s i n o g am b l i ng
at Iowa. So it's not like we' re voting on whe ther or no t we
should have gambling. The question is, should we fashion some
l eg i s l a t i o n s o t h a t t he p u b l i c wi l l h a ve a n o pp o r t u n i t y t o v o t e
o n t h i s ? An d I ' m co n ce r n e d w i t h t h e f a c t t ha t we ' r e g o i n g t o
v ote o n i t o n e wa y o r a n o t h e r . Th a t i s , t he c i t i ze n s o f t h i s
state are going to vote on it. Ther e was a...recently, an
i n i t i a t i v e p e t i t i o n t o pu t t h i s i s su e be f o r e t he p u b l i c . And
o ne w a y o r a no t h e r , I t h i n k t he p ub l i c i s g o i ng t o b e v o t i n g on
whether or not we should have gambling in the state of Nebraska,
o r f u r t he r g am b l i n g . So i t ' s no t a n i s su e o f wh e t h e r o r n o t
t hat i ss u e i s go i n g t o co me be f o r e t h e p u b l i c . The que s t i o n i s ,
what k i nd of an i s sue wi l l com e b e f o r e t h e p u b l i c? And I ' m
concerned that we nave a proposal that the Legislature continues
t o c o n t r o l . Th e cu r r e n t i n i t i a t i v e p e t i t i on i s on e t h a t i s
sel f - e xecu t i n g . I n ot her wo r ds , w e w o u l d h av e n o a b i l i t y t o
have the i n pu t i nt o f ash i o n i n g , r e g u l a ti n g , or i n ot her wor ds ,
carrying out the program of any gambling process in the state.
So with that in mind, I felt that it was important that we h ave
an amendment i n this th at is beyond the casino aspect. Th is
amendment is really quite simple. All it says is that nothing
in the constitution of the state of Nebraska shall prohibit the
Legislature from authorizing and regulating games of chance
using pl aye r - a c t i va t e d e l e c t r o n i c g a ming d e v i ces fo r char i t ab l e
or community b e t t e r ment p u r p oses i n a co u n t y , c i t y , o r v i l l age
which approves of such gaming devices at a regular or special
election, or by l icensees within the licensed racetrack
enclo s u r e . So wh a t I ' m p r op o s i ng i s a c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f o u r
const i t u t i o n . I n my ca p a c i t y s e r v i ng a s a l awy e r f r om t i me t o
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